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NEWSLETTER 

The  Nebraska  Newsletter  is  the  non  profit  publication  of  the  Nebraska  Numismatic  Association. 
Articles  are  solely  the  views  of  the  authors.  Your  questions,  suggestions  and  articles  or  advertising 
are  avidlv  solicited. 

N.N.A.  Editor:  STEVEN  C.  DRAKE 
PO  BOX  1 003 
OMAHA,  NE  68101 -1003 

Newsletter  Advertising 

The  NEWSLETTER  advertisements  are  not  just  limited  to  coin  related  advertising.  If  you  have  a 
business  or  just  want  to  put  vour  name  in  the  NEWSLET  I  ER  as  a  booster,  you  are  welcome  to  do 
so.  Please  provide  reads  made  copies,  since  we  are  vers  limited  in  doing  art  work  There  is  a  2.'' 
percent  discount  if  you  advertise  in  four  consecutive  issues. 

1  ISSUE  COPY  DEADLINES 

$10.00  Dec.  1  for  the  Jan  Issue 

$  6.00  Mar.  1  for  the  Apr.  Issue 

$  3.00  June  1  for  the  July  Issue 

$  1  50  Sept,  for  the  Oct.  Issue 

THOUGHT  FOR  THE  DAY 

“This  is  serious.  Some  things  which  were  supposed  to  last  the  rest  of  my  life 

are  already  wearing  out 


ADVERTISING  RATES: 

SIZE  4  ISSUES 

Full  Page  $32.00 

Half  Page  $20.00 

Quarter  Page  Si 0.00 

Card  $  5.00 


Message  From  The  President . . . 

I  was  invited  to  view  the  Bryon  Reed  exhibit  this  summer  before  it 
opened  to  the  public  with  the  Omaha  Coin  Club.  I  am  glad  to  finally  see 
this  collection  on  display  again.  It  is  in  a  nice  area  and  the  display 
cases  are  very  nice.  A  lot  of  the  exhibits  have  enlarged  pictures  so 
you  can  get  a  better  view  of  the  coins.  The  lighting  could  be  better 
and  I  wish  more  could  be  displayed  at  one  time.  My  understanding  is  the 
exhibit  will  be  rotated  from  time  to  time  so  other  things  can  be 
displayed.  I  hope  you  will  take  the  time  to  go  see  the  Bryon  Reed 
Exhibit  at  the  Western  Heritage  Museum  in  Omaha. 


Clubs  will  be  having  their  fall  shows  and  I  hope  everyone  will  try  to 
support  these  clubs  by  attending.  The  Omaha  Coin  Club  will  have  their 
annual  show  October  16  and  17  at  the  Holiday  Inn  at  72  and  Grover.  It's 
held  down  in  Ford  Hall.  Wahoo  will  hold  their  annual  show  on  October  31 
at  the  Fairgrounds  in  Wahoo. 

Fall  is  also  a  good  time  to  attend  a  local  Coin  Club  meeting.  A  list  of 
Coin  Clubs,  their  meeting  times  and  locations  are  listed  in  the 
newsletter.  Some  Clubs  have  YN  programs.  This  is  an  excellent  way  to 
share  time  with  your  children  and  learn  about  the  hobby. 

I  hope  everyone  had  a  nice  summer.  For  those  of  you  I  won’t  be  seeing 
before  the  Holidays,  I  hope  you  have  a  nice  Holiday  season. 

Respectfully  yours, 


Cathy  Taysen 
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RARE  COINS  &  SUPPLIES 
P.  O.  BOX  435 
BELLEVUE,  NE.  68005-0435 
(402)  292-3771 
(800)  310-6902 
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40th  ANNUAL 

OMAHA  COIN  CLUB 

COIN  SHOW 

SATURDAY  OCTOBER  16th,  1999 

9am  to  5pm 

SUNDAY  OCTOBER  17th,  1999 
9am  to  3  pm 

HOLIDAY  INN 
FORD  HALL 
1-80  and  72nd  STREET 
OMAHA,  NE 

BUY-SELL-TRADE 

COINS-BULLION-CURRENCY-TOKENS-MEDALS- 
SMALL  COLLECTIBLES-JEWELRY-STAMPS- 
NUMISMATIC  LITERATURE-SUPPLIES- 
POCKET  WATCHES-PHONE  CAROS 

AWARDS  FOR  EXHIBITS 

FOR  DEALER  OR  EXHIBITOR  INFORMATION  CONTACT: 

STEVE  DRAKE 
P.  O.  BOX  1003 
OMAHA,  NE  68101 
402-571-5421 


TIM  TAYSEN 
BOURSE  CHAIRMAN 
P.O.  BOX  435 

BELLEVUE,  NE  68005-0435 
402-292-3771 
800-310-6902 
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Deposit  these  Fun  Facts  in  your  memory  bank:  nJcknamed^rrisSl 

"cartwheels." 


•  You  can  hold  a  ferriswheei  in  your  hand  and  turn 
cartwheels  with  your  fingers.  How?  Both  "ferriswheei" 
and  "cartwheel"  are  nicknames  tor  silver  dollars! 

•  s  Why?  "sillyheac 

is  the  popular  name  for  a  U.S.  cent  minted  in  1839.  The 
coin  got  this  nickname  because  most  people  thought  the 
picture  of  Miss  Liberty  on  the  obverse  (front)  looked  silly. 

•  The  just-released  New  Jersey  quarter  is  not  the  first 
coin  to  carry  that  state's  name.  From  1786  to  1788,  a 
copper  coin  called  the  "New  Jersey  cent"  was  minted. 

•  In  1694,  copper  elephants  were  used  to  lure  people  t: 
the  American  colonies.  That's  right  -  England  minted 
two  different  half  pennies,  called  "elephant  tokens,"  that 
year.  On  the  reverse  one  penny  said,  "God  Preserve 
New  England";  the  other,  "God  Preserve  Carolina  and  th 
Lord  Proprieters." 

•  Thousands  of  years  ago,  you  could  use  an  ant  nose 

to  buy  food  and  clothes  in  China.  "Ant  nose"  is  one 
name  given  to  the  primitive  copper  money  used  in  China 
around  600  B.C.  (In  case  you're  wondering,  these  coins 
are  bigger  than  the  name  suggests!) 

•  ,  a  real  bison  who  lived  at  New  York 
City's  Central  Park  Zoo  around  the  turn  of  the  century, 
served  as  the  model  for  the  buffalo  nickel. 
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The  Nebraska  Numismatic  Association  will  celebrate  its  45th  annual  conven¬ 


tion  with  an  encased  cent. 

Order  Your  N.N.A.  Encased  Cents 

The  Nebraska  Numismatic  Association  has  encased  cents  for  sale 
to  advertise  the  45th  Annual  Convention  in  Fremont.  There  arc  50  encased  cents 
with  1956  cents,  100  1956-D  to  mark  the  year  the  N.N.A.  was  formed  and  >50 
encased  cents  with  the  latest  date  available  (1999-D)  from  the  supplier.  All  orders 
must  have  a  self  addressed  stamped  envelope.  Send  payment  to  Nebraska 
Numismatic  Association.  PO  Bos  1003,  Omaha.  NE  68101-1003. 

1999-D  =  $2.00 

1999-D  &  1956-D  =  $6.00 

1999-D,  1956-D  &  1956  =  $10.00 

Fremont  Coin  Club  IssuesWooden  Nickels 

The  Fremont  Nebraska  Coin  Club  has  issued  two  Special  Wooden  Nickels  to 
commemorate  the  club's  41st  Annual  Coin  Show  and  the  45th  Nebraska  Numismatic 
Association  Convention  scheduled  for  the  29th  and  30th  of  April  in  the  year  2000. 

This  two  event  show  will  be  held  at  the  Fremont  City  Auditorium  in  downtown  Fremont 

from  9  am  to  5  pm  each  day. 

The  Wooden  Nickel  'Red  '  features  the  show  information  on  one  side  and  an 
American  Indian  on  the  other  side.  The  second  Wooden  Nickel  “Blue”  features  the  short 

information  on  soon  side  and  the  "buffalo  on  the  other. 

The  Wooden  Nickels  are  available  by  mail  order  at  25  cents  each  plus  a  SELF 
ADDRESSED  STAMPED  ENVELOPE.  All  mail  orders  arc  to  mailed  to  the  FREMON' 
COIN  CLUB.  INC..  1772  E.  19th  Street.  Fremont.  Nebraska  68025. 


Coin  &  Stamp  Show 
Oct.  8-9,  1999 
Salina,  Kansas 

•  Friday  -  4  to  9  p.m. 

•  Saturday  -  9  a.m.  to  6  p.m. 

•  Free  Admission 

No  children  under  1 2  unless  accompanied  by  parent  or  guardian. 

•  Food  •  Free  Parking 

•  Armed  Guards 


BUY - SELL  -  TRADE  -  SHOW 

Reservation  Deadline:  Sept.  15,  1999 

8’ tables  are  $50  each  for  both  days.  Back  up  tables  will  be  included.  Fifty  (50) 
tables  available.  Dealers  set  up  Fnday,  Oct.  8  after  1 2  noon.  Salma  Com  Club 
and  VFW  are  not  responsible  for  thefts  or  accidents  Dealers  will  be  required  to 
keep  tables  uncovered  and  open  for  selling  during  show  hours.  Reservations  must 
b£  3CeomP3n)<ai_bv  payment  or  minimum  deposit  of  $25. 


BSr' 


VFW  - 1108  W.  Crawford 

Sponsored  by  the  SaJina  Coin  Club 


Send  check  with  reservations  tor 

Salina  Coin  Club 
Box  1 1 1 1 

Salina,  KS 67402-1  111 
785-827-9766 
If  no  answer,  call: 
785-825-0706 


RESERVATION  form 

Number  of  tables: _ Amount  enclosed  $ 

Items  to  be  sold: 


Name:  _ 
Address: 


1  Phone  number:  (  )  | 

1 - - 
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New  Coin  Exhibit  Offers 
Rare  Opportunity 

Reprinted  for  the  Omaha  World  Herald,  June  20,  1999. 


BY  KYLE  MACMILLAN 

WORLD-HERALD  STAFF  WRITER 

Even  though  more  than  5.000  pieces 
:  were  sold  from  the  Bvron  Reed  coin  and 
I  document  collection  in  a  controversial 
1996  auction,  many  of  the  rarest  were  un¬ 
touched  and  are  on  view  in  a  new  perma- 
:  nent  exhibit  at  the  Durham  Western  Heri- 
!  tage  Museum,  801  S.  10th  St. 

Larry  Lee.  associate  curator  of  numis- 
I  manes,  said  that  10  or  fewer  examples  are 
i  known  to  exist  of  at  least  30  of  the  600 
I  corns,  tokens,  medals  and  bills  that  domi- 
I  nate  the  display,  such  as  one  of  three 
!  known  privately  minted  $5  DuBosq  terri- 
i  tonal  gold  pieces. 

“If  that’s  the  question,  yes,  there's  still 
lots  of  rarity.’’  Lee  said. 

Regardless  of  how  rare  the  collection's 
more  than  10.000  remaining  objects  are, 
he  said,  they  offer  endless  possibilities  for 
education,  from  teaching  the  development 
of  minting  technology  to  offering  insights 
into  economic  history. 

And  education  is  the  main  thrust  of 
the  exhibit  that  opened  Saturday  with  a 

total  of  about  800  pieces  from  the  storied 
collection,  which  the  prominent  19th  cen¬ 
tury  real-estate  developer  bequeathed  to 
the  City  of  Omaha  in  1891. 

The  $350,000  display  gives  visitors 
their  first  chance  to  see  the  collection 
since  January  1996.  when  it  was  taken  off 
public  view  in  preparation  for  the  auction 
of  part  of  the  holding  later  that  year. 

The  collection  has  been  in  the  head¬ 
lines  since  1994,  when  Mayor  P.J.  Morgan 
proposed  selling  a  portion  of  it  to  raise  $3 
million  for  the  city’s  contribution  toward 
the  cost  of  renovating  and  expanding  the 
museum. 

The  sale,  which  was  conducted  by 
Christie’s,  took  place  in  October  1996  in 
New  York  and  London,  generating  net 
revenues  of  about  $5.6  million.  A  debate 


then  ensued  about  what  to  do  with  the  ex¬ 
tra  proceeds,  which  with  interest  now  total 
about  $2.8  million. 

Earlier  this  year,  the  City  Council 
overrode  Mayor  Hal  Daub's  veto  and 
passed  an  ordinance  that  calls  for  the  ex¬ 
cess  funds  to  go  into  an  endowment,  with 
annual  interest  to  be  used  for  preservation 
and  display  of  the. holdings. 


DURHAM  WESTERN  HERITAGE  MUSEUM 

RARITY:  The  1804  silver  dollar  is  one  of 
collectors'  most  prized  coins. 

The  Byron  Reed  exhibit  has  been 
moved  from  its  former  isolated  location 
on  the  far  east  end  of  the  museum’s  main 
floor  to  a  space  below  on  the  track  level, 
where  the  museum’s  other  permanent  ex¬ 
hibits  are  housed. 

Visitors  can  enter  the  new  gallery  from 
the  adjacent  “Omaha  at  Work  exhibit 
through  either  of  two  entrances,  one  a  rep- 
lica  “of  the  facade  of  Reed’s 
real-estate  office  and  the  other  a  copy  of  a 
wall  from  his  home  library. 

Inside  ihe  real-estate  facade,  visitors 
can  experience  a  short  introductory 
audiovisual  presentation  on  Reed,  dur¬ 
ing  which  portions  of  the  office  repli¬ 
ca^  interior  will  be  illuminated  as  the 
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story  is  told. 

With  about  2.500  square  feet  of  us¬ 
able  space,  the  new  gallery  has  about 
1000  square  feet  more  than  the  previ¬ 
ous  gallery,  and  it  has  room  to  show 
about  214  tunes  more  objects  than  be¬ 
fore. 

The  display  has  a  Victorian  period 
look,  complete  with  ornate  wooden 
cases,  elegant  wallpaper  and  simulated 
gas  lamps,  all  bespeaking  the  opulence 
that  would  have  been  the  norm  for 
someone  of  Reed’s  wealth  and  social 
standing. 

Unlike  the  previous  exhibit,  which 
explored  world  history  through  coins 
and  documents,  this  one  focuses  on 
Reed  and  19th  century  collecting  in 
general.  Lee  said  it  will  address  such 
questions  as: 

“How  would  a  collector  from  the  late 
19th  century  go  about  collecting  corns? 
How  does  Byron  Reed,  in  the  middle  of 
nowhere,  which  he  basically  was  at  the 
tune,  how  does  he  build  this  fantastic 
collection  of  coins  and  documents?’" 

Reed  began  collecting  pennies  from 
change,  and  he  ended  his  com  collect¬ 
ing  by  bidding  on  some  of  the  gems 
from  the  1890  liquidation  of  the  Par- 
malee  collection,  the  largest  and  most 
publicized  com  sale  up  to  that  tune. 

Several  of  the  most  significant  parts 
of  the  collection  were  unaffected  by  the 
1996  auction,  such  as  Reed's  colonial 
coins  and  Civil  War  and  settler  tokens. 
None  is  more  important  than  his  335 
patterns  or  prototype  coins,  which  Lee 
called  the  preeminent  such  assembly  m 
the  country. 

Within  the  exhibition  are  17  display 
cases,  each  with  a  theme  related  to 
Reed’s  collecting,  such  as  the  patterns. 
The  themes  will  stay  the  same,  but 
some  of  the  objects  used  to  illustrate 
those  themes  will  be  rotated. 

Instead  of  trying  to  show  all  the  pat¬ 
terns  at  once,  one  case  will  focus  on  a 
different  com  denomination  every  six 
months.  Now  on  view  are  about  20 
one-cent  patterns,  including  an  exam¬ 
ple  made  of  silver  and  another  with  a 
hole  through  it. 

“You  cannot  show  300  coins  at 
once.”  Lee  said.  “People  would  be 
bored  to  death.” 


In  an  attempt  to  make  the  exhibit 
more  informative  and  allow  viewers  to 
see  the  often  tiny  objects  in  detail,  each 
com  is  accompanied  by  enlarged  pho¬ 
tos  of  the  front  and  back  as  well  as  a 
descriptive  label. 

The  upper  portions  of  cases  are  de¬ 
voted  to  general  viewers,  and  the  lower 
portions  of  the  cases  show  supplemen¬ 
tary  objects  of  more  interest  to  special¬ 
ists.  In  addition,  many  of  the  cases 
have  drawers  that  visitors  can  open  to 
see  further  examples. 

Also  mcluded  m  the  exhibit  is  an 
8-foot-tall  bullion  balance,  which  is  on 
permanent  loan  from  the  Denver  mmt, 
and  a  computer  monitor  that  wiil  dis¬ 
play  an  interactive  C'D-ROM  on  the 
noted  coin  collection  at  the  British  Mu¬ 
seum. 

Museum  officials  expect  the  Reed 
exhibit  to  be  a  major  attraction  for  gen¬ 
eral  visitors  to  the  Western  Heritage 
Museum.  But  they  also  expect  it  to 
draw  pockets  of  experts  who  want  to 
see  specialized  areas  of  the  collection. 

An  example,  Lee  said,  might  be 
state-produced  corns,  such  as  the  Con¬ 
necticut  cent,  which  were  produced 
after  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
but  before  the  federal  government  be¬ 
gan  minting  corns. 

“Only  six  people  in  the  United  States 
will  care,”  Lee  said,  “but  those  six  peo¬ 
ple  really  do  care  and  they’re  vocal. 
And  they’re  going  to  say,  ‘Hey,  the  By¬ 
ron  Reed  is  reopenmg,  and  that’s 
great.’” 

Thank  You  Note . . . 


NNA: 

Thank  you  and  the  association 
for  the  "Money  Story"  video.  We  have 
several  patrons  interested  in  coins  and 
such 

We  Appreciate  the  donation 

Judy  Cadav 
Director 
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A  FEW  OF  MY  COLLECTING  INTERESTS  By  Ben  Keele 

Throughout  my  four  years  of  collecting.  I’ve  received  a  lot  of  advice  from  more  experienced 
collectors.  One  of  those  pieces  of  advice  was  that  I  should  specialize  and  focus  my  collecting  acu vines  on 
one  or  two  collecting  fields  Happily.  I’ve  failed  quite  miserably  striving  for  that  goal  Right  now  I  have 
no  less  than  five  numismatic  focuses.  In  this  article  I  will  quickly  summarize  three  of  these  specialties. 

My  first  and  most  active  numismatic  goal  I  have  is  to  assemble  a  complete  date  and  mint  set  of  Franklin 
half  dollars  in  Mint  State  and  Proof  -65  or  higher  grade  So  far  1  only  have  seven  half  dollars,  because  gem 
certified  Franklin  half  dollars  can  be  rather  expensive  I’m  not  expecting  to  have  the  set  finished  for  a  few 
years  or  so.  but  the  coins  I  do  have  are  quite  beautiful.  My  favorite  coin  the  set  right  now  is  a  1963  proof 
half-dollar  graded  Proof-68  by  the  Professional  Coin  Grading  Service. 

I  do  collect  some  Nebraska  related  items  I  collect  tokens  and  National  Bank  Notes  from  my 
hometown  of  Hastings  I  have  acquired  two  bank  notes,  both  from  the  Hastings  National  Bank.  They  are 
both  Type  II  small-size  notes,  in  ten  and  twenty'  dollar  denominations.  The  twenty  has  only  56  specimens 
reported'  This  specialty  has  not  adv  anced  much  lately  ,  due  to  my  inability  in  locating  acceptable  notes  that 
1  can  afford 

The  final  collection  that  1  will  discuss  is  my  collection  of  Biafra  coins  and  currency.  Biafra  was  a 
state  that  attempted  to  succeed  from  Nigeria  in  the  late  1960’s.  This  prompted  a  bloody'  civil  war.  which 
ended  in  Biafra’s  surrender  and  reintegration  into  Nigena.  I  have  a  complete  type  set  of  Biafran  paper 
money  and  two  coins  They  have  not  been  easy  to  find  but  they  were  quite  inexpensive  when  dealers 
offered  them  to  me  I  plan  on  writing  a  research  article  on  Biafra  sometime  soon  in  the  future. 

I  hope  that  vou  have  found  this  arucle  interesung  and  entertaining  So  come  on!  Send  in  a  short 
piece  on  what  you  like  to  collect.  It's  easy  ,  this  bit  of  wnung  only  took  me  about  20  minutes  And  the  best 
reason  of  al:  it’s  fun! 

Calendar 

Oct  8-9  Coin  &  Stamp  Slow  Show, 
sponsored  by  Salina  (KS)  Coin 
Club  VFW.  1 108  W  Crawford. 

Salina.  KS. 

Oct  16-17  Omaha  Coin  Club  40th 
Annual  Show,  Holiday  Inn,  72nd 
and  1-80,  Omaha,  NE 

Oct  31  Wahoo  Coin  Club  Annual 
Show,  Fairgrounds,  Wahoo,  NE 

29-30 

Nebraska  Numismatic  Association 
45th  Annual  Convention 
hosted  by 

Fremont  Coin  Club, 

City  Auditorium,  9th  and  Hwy  77, 

Fremont,  NE 
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McCoins 

& 

McTiques 

FRANCIS  &  IMOGENE  McGOVERN 
R  R  32 

OMAHA,  NEBRASKA  681 22 

(402)  571-3803 
+  Coins 


Sports  Related  Coins  Going  Downhill  Fast 


Ed  Reiter-  June  17,  1998 
"I’m  a  BIG  fan." 

Those  of  vou  who  follow  the  National  Football  League  may  recall  the  TV 
commercials  a  few  seasons  back  in  which  a  rather  oversight  (and  overbearing) 
sports  fan  declares  his  dedication  in  those  words. 

I  too  am  a  big  sports  fan.  In  my  rare  moments  of  leisure,  I  enjoy  watching  my 
favorite  football  or  baseball  or  basketball  teams  display  their  prowess  on  W.  I 
also  know  the  names  of  many  leading  players,  past  as.well  as  present,  in  tennis, 
qoif  and  bowling.  And  I  follow  the  exploits  of  all  my  favonte  teams  and  stars 
reqularly  -  even  religiously  -  in  the  sports  sections  of  several  major  newspapers.  If 
that's  not  proof  enough,  I  even  subscribe  to  Sports  Illustrated.  And  I  once  wrote  a 
weekly  newspaper  column  on  bowling. 

I  mention  all  this  to  underscore  the  point  that  I  harbor  no  hatred  for  the  wonderful 
world  of  sports.  On  the  contrary,  I  admire  and  applaud  the  gifted  athletes  whose 
excellence  makes  sports  so  entertaining. 


Thus  it  is  despite  my  interest  in  sports,  and  my  great  admiration  for  gifted 
athletes,  that  I  speak  out  now  against  the  relentless  tide  of  sports-related  coins 
that  has’ inundated  the  marketplace  during  recent  years. 


Olympic  coins  are  fine  if  issued  in  moderation  by  countries  that  are  hosting  the 
qlobal  Games.  In  practice,  however,  non-host  countries  -  notably  the  United 
States  -  regularly  issue  scads  of  unofficial  Olympic  coins.  And  far  from  observing 
restraint,  the  host  countries  offer  seemingly  endless  programs  with  dozens  of 
different  "official"  coins  in  dizzying  arrays  of  metals  and  sales  combinations. 

Nor  is  this  orgy  of  excess  and  abuse  limited  to  coins  for  the  Olympics.  Other 
athletic  events  -  including  the  World  Cup  Soccer  Games,  the  Commonwealth 
Games  and  the  America's  Cup  yachting  competition  -  also  have  given  rise  to  far 
too  many  coins,  often  from  countries  with  little  or  no  connection  to  these  events. 

There  isn't  any  mystery  as  to  why  these  coins  are  made:  Sports  events  are 
popular,  and  popularity  translates  into  sales.  In  short,  these  coins  are  looked 
upon,  with  ample  justification,  as  moneymakers  -  for  the  issuing  countries, 
national  sports  organizations  (such  as  the  U.S.  Olympic  Committee)  or  both.  And 
more  and  more  money  is  needed  as  costs  rise  astronomically  for  staging  such 
major  events  as  the  Olympics. 

But  that's  no  reason  to  give  Olympic  officials,  or  other  athletic  organizers,  virtual 
carte  blanche  in  determining  the  scope  of  commemorative  coinage  for  their 
events.  And  it  certainly  doesn’t  justify  the  issuance  of  coins  by  countries  not  even 
hosting  those  events. 

Organizers  of  sporting  events  have  all  but  taken  over  U.S.  commemorative  coins. 
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Organizers  of  sporting  events  have  all  but  taken  over  U.S.  commemorative  coins. 
We  ve  now  been  subjected  to  four  different  U.S.  Olympic  co,in  programs  in  the  last 
15  years  -  even  though  the  Games  took  place  on  U.S.  soil  only  two  times  In 
1994,  our  Mint  issued  three  special  coins  for  the  World  Cup  Soccer  Games  - 
which,  at  least,  were  held  in  this  country  -  and  lost  millions  of  dollars  in  the 
process.  Then,  in  1995  and  1996,  we  were  deluged  with  16  different  coins  issued 
to  commemorate  and  help  finance  the  '96  Summer  Games  in  Atlanta  And  since 
all  16  coins  were  struck  in  both  Proof  and  uncirculated  versions  a  truly  complete 
set  actually  contained  the  budget-busting  total  of  32  coins 


The  Olympic  Committee's  control  has  become  so  complete  that  it  even  dictates 
what  will  appear  on  the  coins.  This  occurred,  for  example  -  with  disastrous  results 
I  might  add  -  in  the  case  of  the  1992  Olympic  silver  dollar.  The  Mint  held  an  open  ’ 
contest  to  obtain  the  designs  for  that  year's  three  Olympic  coins  -  but  Olympic 
officials  balked  when  none  of  the  judges'  choices  featured  a  baseball  theme 
Baseball,  it  seems,  was  making  its  debut  in  the  '92  Summer  Games  in  Barcelona, 
Spain,  and  the  folks  who  run  our  Olympic  program  (and  our  coinage  program,  as 
well,  it  would  appear)  insisted  that  one  of  the  coins  portray  that  sport.  Because  it 
is  America's  "national  pastime"?  More  likely  because  they  felt  it  would  attract  more 
orders. 


Someone  went  back  to  the  also-ran  designs  and  pulled  out  the  ones  that  depicted 
baseball.  From  these,  the  final  arbiters  chose  an  insipid  design  in  which  a 
baseball  player  -  standing  awkwardly  on  something  that  looks  more  like  a 
surfboard  than  the  rubber  on  a  pitcher's  mound  -  prepares  to  deliver  a  pitch. 
Besides  having  little  artistic  merit,  the  design  also  falls  just  a  trifle  short  on 
originality:  Baseball-card  collectors  soon  pointed  out  that  it  bears  a  striking 
resemblance  to  the  portfetf-of  pitcher  Nolan  Ryan  on  a  1991  Fleer's  baseball  card. 

Then  again,  dull,  uninspired  and  repetitive  designs  have  been  commonplace 
through  the  years  on  Olympic  coins  and  others  with  sports-related  themes.  The 
dreary  successions  of  gymnasts,  skiers,  skaters  and  soccer  players  spotlighted 
on  these  coins  have  merged  in  my  memory  into  generic  blurs.  To  paraphrase 
Spiro  Agnew,  when  you've  seen  one  downhill  skier  on  a  Winter  Olympic  coin, 
you've  seen  them  all.  And  as  far  as  I'm  concerned,  Olympic  coins  in  general  - 
U.S.  and  foreign,  as  well  -  have  been  going  downhill  for  years. 

Even  when  they've  ventured  off  the  field  of  play,  Olympic  coins  have  given  us 
some  truly  awful  designs.  The  1984  Los  Angeles  Olympic  silver  dollar  is,  for 
example,  one  of  the  ugliest  coins  ever  made.  Its  "headless  torsos"  design  is 
downright  grotesque  and  belongs  in  a  house  of  horrors,  not  a  portrait  gallery  of 
U.S.  coinage.  And  no  list  of  coinage  duds  would  truly  be  complete  without  the 
1988  Korean  Olympic  coins  showing  those  girls  on  a  swing  and  those  boys 
spinning  tops. 

Sports-related  coins  don't  have  to  be  unattractive.  The  25-pesos  Olympic  coin 
issued  by  Mexico  for  the  1968  Summer  Games  was  highly  appealing,  for 
instance,  with  its  lively  rendition  of  an  Aztec  athlete.  And  preliminary  sketches  of 
the  1988  U.S.  Olympic  half  eagle  (or  $5  gold  piece)  bore  a  stunning  portrait  of 
Nike,  goddess  of  Victory  -  though  her  face  seems  oddly  distended  on  the  coin 
itself. 

Inevitably,  however,  artistry  tends  to  suffer  when  coinage  programs  reach 
unwieldy  size.  Quality  is  subordinated  to  quantity,  and  what  we  end  up  with  are 
glorified  tokens  and  medals. 

I’m  a  big  fan  of  beautiful,  meaningful  coins.  And,  as  I  said  at  the  outset,  I'm  a 
dedicated  sports  enthusiast,  too. 

Regrettably,  coins  and  sports  don't  seem  to  mix  -  except  on  the  promoters'  ledger 
sheets. 
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Wildcat  Banks  and  Currency 


Banking  was  not  always  legal  in  Nebraska.  The  First  Territorial  Legislature,  in  1855,  made 
banking  a  criminal  offense.  An  extract  from  the  criminal  code  reads: 

•‘If  any  person  shall  subscribe  to  or  become  a  member  of,  or  be  in  any  way  interested  in  any 
association  or  company  formed  for  the  purpose  of  issuing  or  putting  into  circulation  any  bill,  check  ticket, 
certificate  prom issory  note,  or  other  paper  of  any  bank  to  circulate  as  money  m  this  territory,  he  shall  be 
punished  by  imprisonment  in  the  county  jail  not  exceeding  one  year,  or  by  a  fine  of  not  less  than  one 

thousand  dollars.” 

However  charters  were  granted  at  the  same  session  for  insurance  companies.  The  charter  of  the 
Western  Exchange  Fire  and  Marine  Insurance  Company  allowed  them  ”to  receive  deposits  and  issue 
certificates  therefor”  This  “insurance  company”  became  the  first  bank  issuing  bank  notes  in  the  form  of 
certificates  of  deposits  payable  to  the  bearer.  It  later  became  the  official  depository  of  the  Territorial 

Government.  of  lg56  demands  for  money  by  passing  a  series  of  special  bank 

charters  Under'these  charters  five  men  could  start  a  bank.  Each  bank  could  begin  business  and  issue 
currency  when  half  of  its  initial  stock  was  subscribed.  The  charters  were  for  twenty-five  years.  The 
stockholders  were  declared  individually  liable  to  redeem  the  notes  in  gold  or  silver  and  the  various 
wildcats  notes  have  the  statement,  “Stockholders  personally  liable,”  prominently  displayed.  In  practice,  the 
banks  began  issuing  notes  as  soon  as  half  their  stock  was  subscribed,  often  before  a  dollar  of  actual  cash 

was  put  up  for  capital  stock.  ....  n  . 

These  notes  or  bills  were  loaned  to  the  people  who  wished  to  borrow  money.  Everyone  borrowed 

money  and  everyone  soon  had  plenty  of  this  “wildcat”  money.  Everyone  was  a  buyer.  Town  lots  rose 
rapidly  in  price;  business  boomed.  People  seemed  to  be  getting  rich.  Towns  of  only  two  or  three  log 
cabins  had  a  bank.  In  one  year  over  $400,000  of  bank  notes  were  issued  m  Nebraska. 

The  Legislature  of  1856  granted  charters  to  the  Platte  Valley  Bank,  Nebraska  City;  Bank  of 
Florence-  Fontanelle  Bank,  at  Bellevue;  Bank  of  Nebraska,  at  Omaha.  In  1857  two  more  charters  were 
granted  (over  the  Governor’s  veto),  one  to  the  Bank  of  Tekamah,  in  Burt  county,  and  the  other  to  the  De 
Soto  Bank,  in  Washington  county.  Other  banks,  when  there  charter  application  was  denied,  operated 
without  a  charter.  These  banks,  with  the  exception  of  the  Platte  Valley  Bank,  were  organized  by 
speculators  from  other  states,  who  had  no  fear  of  Nebraska  Territorial  justice. 

The  pioneers  had  a  year  of  easy  money  and  good  times,  ending  with  the  panic  of  1857  when  the 
wildcat  banks  closed  their  doors.  Aside  from  town  lots  and  perhaps  a  shanty,  a  table,  and  astove.  there 
was  no  property  or  cash  which  the  banks  could  use  to  redeem  currency  and  pay  depositors.  The  currency 

was  worthless.  _  .  . 

Some  of  the  bills  were  saved  and  now  have  considerable  historical  and  numismatic  value. 

These  bills  have  from  two  to  ten  pictures  on  each  bill:  Indians,  pilgrims,  steamboats,  trains, 
settlers,  frontiersman,  buffalo,  Liberty,  Justice,  various  historical  statesmen,  such  as  Washington  and 

Jefferson,  and  many  other  picture  and  designs  are  engraved. 

The  bills  were  made  by  Danforth,  Wright  and  Co.,  New  York  and  Philadelphia;  Toppan, 
Carpenter  and  Co.,  New  York  and  Philadelphia;  American  Bank  Note  Co.,  New  York;  and  (as  near  as  it 
can  be  made  out)  Baldwin,  Baid,  and-Umsland,  New  York. 

This  was  taken  in  part  from  an  article  that  appeared  in  the  May  1 936  issue  of  "The  Numismatist 


Announcement 

The  Nebraska  Numismatic  Association  has  acquired  some  video  tapes^ 
United  States  Mint  and  The  Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing  has  made  titled  * 
Money  Story.  ”  If  you  would  like  one  for  your  club  or  local  library  write  to 
N.N.A.  and  we  will  send  you  a  copy.  The  tapes  nin  about  33  minutes. 
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Where  Cerirt  Cerd eel  errs 

Sherp  /err  fftenswear 

•  MENSWEAR 

•  TUXEDO 
RENTALS 

•  LEVIS 


Toil  Free:  1-888-837-0142 
Web  Page:  www.sampters.com 
E-mail:  sales@sampters.com 

517  N.  MAIN  ST.  •  DOWNTOWN  FREMONT 
402-727-1531 

BOB  MISSEL  STORE  HOURS:  Monday  thru  Friday  9:00  a.m.  to  3:30  p.m. 

nn/WITP  I'M  AIM  A  OH*©  Thuraday  Evenings  until  8:30  p.m. 

O  WItE.l\/  Saturday9:00  a.m.-5:00  p.m.;  Sunday  Noon  to  4:00  p.m. 


Located  in  the  J  &  L  Lee/Booksellers  Bookstore 
East  Park  Plaza 

66th  &  O' Street  Phone 

Lincoln.  Nebraska  68505  (402)  467-COIN 

John  Veach  Cerhard  Niebuhr 

Franklin  H.  Mills  James  L.  McKee 
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FREE  ADMISSION 


PUBLIC  INVITED 


COIN  SHOW 


Sunday,  October  31,  1999 


COINS  -  CURRENCY  -  TOKENS  -  POST  CARDS 


Fairgrounds  -  635  East  1st  Street 
Wahoo,  Nebraska 

9:00  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m. 


Buy  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  Sell  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  Trade 

Hourly  Door  Prize  Drawings 
Raffle  Prize  Drawings  at  4:30  p.m. 

Food  On  Premises 

Awards  for  competitive  Exhibits  of  Coins,  Currency,  Token: 


DEALERS  CONTACT: 

J.  Roger  Bolz 

6120  Kearney  Avenue 

Lincoln,  NE  68507 

402-466-7378 


8'  Tables  -  $2 
Additional  Tables  -  $2( 
Reserve  Earl 

Not  Responsible  Fo> 
Accidents  or  Thel 


ROGER  L.  W1NKEIHAKE 


Buy 


COINS 

Sell  •  Trade 

ANA  38035 

(402)  489-5007 

P  O  BOX  6071 
Lincoln.  NE  68506 


Omaha  Show 
October  16-17 


(402)  551-1802 


J.  S.  Schreiber,  ANA  7477 

"Just  as  anxious  to  buy  as  to  sell" 
Coins  •  Currency  •  Stamps  •  Tokens 


A  V  I  45th  Show 
April  29-30,  2000 


Phone  402-571-5758 


Chuck  fftcrycr 

Nebraska 

Tokens  -  Centennial  Medals 
Encased  Cents 


5564  North  61st  Ave 
Omaha.  Nebraska  68104-1614 


■h 


Call  Fo- 
Appointment 


We  Bu>  ano  Sell  Rah*  Coins 


HOBBY  HOUSE 


Collecting  since  1929 


JAMES  L  CROSBY 


Alb<On  ne 


Pm  402  395  2396 


Thomas  |  Hammontl 


Sole  Proprietor 


MIDWEST  COin  CABinET 


Quality  United  States 
Collector/Investor  Coins 
Bought  Sold  Traded 

Box  1692 

north  Platte.  hE  69103 

|W|  5-M  Wx 
ANA  LM  *1251 


Coins 

Buying  Com  Collections 


Clarence  A  McKee 
103  High  Ave  W  Box  11 
Oskaloosa,  IA  52577 
Ph  515-672-2763 


Lonnie  McCov 
612  Main 
Keokuk.  IA  52632 
Ph  319  524  5292 


•  U  S.  Coins  4  Coin  Supplies  • 
•  Buying  and  Selling  • 

•  Free  Appraisals  • 


Wahoo  Show 
October  3 1st 


R.  A.  WOLVER  COIN  CO. 

309  North  11th 
Oskaloosa,  IA  52577 

Roger  A.  WoIvbc  (515)  673-6633  •  Hom© 

(515)  673-6677  •  Office  After  5  p.m. 


Buy-Sell-Trade 


Rare  Coins 
Silver  &  Gold 


i  DOUG’S  COIN  DEN 


P.0.  Box  205 
Osage,  Iowa  50461 
Phone  (515)  732-3328 


Estates:  DOUG  STILLE 

Bought  &  Appraised  Owner 


£  P  t ItM/llspy 

CARL  E.  ADRIAN  nna#li3 

Sell  Me  Your  Unwanted  Kansas 
Merchant  Tokens 

1 23  S  Santa  Fe  9  00-5  30  Mon -Sat 

Box  478  (913)  827-9766 

Salma,  KS  67401  EST  1965 


When  It  Is  Time  To  Sell 
Your  Collection 

St.  Louis  Rare  Coins 

Needs  Your  U.S.  Coin  Collection 


In  our  years  of  business  we  have 
built  a  reputation  for  honesty.  We 
purchase  everything  in  coins  and 
paper  money.  Everything  has 
value.  Everything  is  paid  for.  We 
have  the  cash  and  we  pay  immedi¬ 
ately.  We  travel  the  entire  United 
States  purchasing  coins. 

WHO  SHOULD  SELL  YOUR  COINS 
...Don't  leave  the  responsibility  of 
selling  your  collection  to  someone 
who  is  not  equipped  to  handle  the 
task.  You,  the  collector  arc  best 
able  to  sell  your  holdings  in  an 
orderly  and  intelligent  manner. 

DON'T  WASTE  MONEY.. .Why 
continue  to  pay  expensive  rental 
fees  on  safe  deposit  boxes?  Now 
may  be  the  time  to  liquidate  your 
collection  and  put  an  end  to  those 
unwanted  fees  and  put  the  money 
realized  from  the  sale  of  your 
collection  to  better  use. 

HOW  IT  IS  DONE...  There  are 
many  ways  to  sell  your  collection. 
St.  Louis  R.C.'s  can  tailor  the  sale 
to  your  satisfaction.  We  would 
appreciate  the  opportunity  to 
discuss  the  sale  of  your  holdings. 


Life  Member 

ANA  NSDR  CSNS 
INA  KNA  ILNA 


—  Mail  To: - 

St.  Louis  R.C. 
P.O.  Box 
4IISH 
St.  Louis,  MO 
63141 


- CALL  OR  WRITE - 

314-994-7525  We  Will  Travel 

Ronald  R.  Drzewucki,  Jr. 
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Statewide  Meeting  Nights 

FREMONT  -  The  Fremont  Coin  Club,  3rd  Saturday,  The  Evangelical 
Free  Church  Social  Hall,  20th  &  Lincoln,  7:30  p.m. 

GRAND  ISLAND  —  Grand  Island  Coin  Club,  1st  Monday,  Blue  Flame 
Room,  Gas  Company 

LINCOLN  —  Lincoln  Coin  Club,  2nd  Thursday,  ISCO  Building, 

NW  Comer  of  48th  &  Superior  Street. 

NORTH  PLATTE  Platte  Valley  Coin  Club,  3rd  Tuesday,  Community 
Room,  Gas  Company 

OMAHA  —  Omaha  Coin  Club,  3rd  Friday,  New  Cassel  Retirement 
Center’s  Auditorium,  900  North  90th  Street,  7:30  p.m. 

OMAHA  —  SAC/Midwest  Coin  Club,  1st  Tuesday,  Denny’s  Restaurant, 
8727  Maple  Street,  7:00  p.m. 

SEWARD  -  Nebraska  Token  Collectors  Club.  2nd  Sunday,  2:00  p.m.,  Cattle 
National  Bank 

SCOTTSBLUFF  —  Oregon  Trail  Coin  Club,  2nd  Wednesday,  Me 
Donald’s  Offices,  51 1  West  27th,  7:30  p.m. 

WAHOO— Wahoo  Coin  Club,  1st  Saturday,  Saunders  County  Historical 
Museum,  240  North  Walnut,  rear  door,  8:00  p.m. 


NEBRASKA  NUMISMATIC  ASSOCIATION 


Executive  Board 


PRESIDENT: 


1ST  VICE-PRESIDENT: 

M.F.  Rumbaugh 
2316  West  Oklahoma 
Grand  Island,  NE  68803 


Cathy  Taysen 
PO  Box  435 
Bellevue.  NE  68005 


2ND  VICE-PRESIDENT: 


SECRETARY/TREASURER: 

Steven  Drake 
PO  Box  1003 
Omaha.  NE  68101-1003 


Jim  Crosby 

720  West  Columbia 

Albion.  NE  68620 


OTHER  MEMBERS:  Don  Hespe,  Beatrice;  Tom  Hammond.  North  Platte;  John 
Veach,  Lincoln. 
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